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'^ A REASTJIN ABLE "tAITH 

In what I am about to present to you this even- 
ing, it should be understood that I am not offering 
an official statement, but simply giving the views 
of one who has read, studied and given some 
thought to the subject of religion. 

The Religious Society of Friends has no written 
cre^d, and therefore no member is authorized to 
State its beliefs in a sense that makes the Society 
responsible. The only statement to be found in the 
Book of Discipline of Baltimore Yearly Meeting of 
Friends that directly refers to belief is as follows: 
'It is the belief of the Religious Society of Friends 
that God manifested himself in Jesus Christ, and 
that the Spirit which was in Jesus is xevealed in 
the human soul and constitutes the Rock on which 
the Church is founded.'' 

Yet it would be a serious mistake to say that 
because^ Friends recite no creed they have no com- 
mon belief, for by general consent all believe in 
certain fundamental religious principles, and in all 

religious matters of belief a large individual liberty 
is allowed. 

Doubtless there are some present who will not 
find themselves in sympathy with the views herein 
set forth. They are, indeed, expressed with much 
hesitation, as they may suggest the unreliability of 
the opinions that many have held dear and even vital 
to their religious life. 

If such there be, let it be said that the views 
that are now to be stated seem to me to be clearly 
in accordance with the truth, and that I feel it to 
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be a doty to express them. If they do not so impress 
you, all that need be said in this connection is that 
you would do well to "prove all things, and hold fast 
to that which is good." At any rate, do not arrive 
at any decision hastily, but let each one work out 
a solution under divine instruction, for, 'if any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, — and it shall 
be given him." 

THE NEED.— That there is a need today for a 
re-statement of Christian faith few open-minded 
people will deny. The "I believe" of the early days 
of Christianity, or even of twenty years ago, does 
not express the religious thought of the present 
moment. 

Men and women whose minds are liberal 
enough to admit new truths, or more enlightened 
aspects of opinions long held, are not only irri- 
tated by the exercise of an authority which denies 
progress, but are quickly repelled thereby and 
driven away. Such as these hold with Lowell 
that— 

^New occaMloim teach neir datles, time makes ancient 

sood uncouth, 
They munt np^'ard ntlll and onward who would keep 

a brenat of truth." 

There must be multitudes of men and women 
who would welcome a religion that would satisfy 
Iheir reason, and at the same time be reverent 
toward that which is divine, meeting the religious 
needs which all human beings, consciously or un- 
consciously, experience. 

* Every one must have noticed that a small num- 
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ber of men attend religioUB service* WEy is tbis? 
Not because men have less need of religion than 
women; they ha^e quite as much, perhaps more. 
While there are other reasons, the most active one, 
in all probability, is that the manner in which the 
subject is presented does not interest them. The 
man of business, and the professional man, accus- 
tomed to modern methods, and to the reception of 

new ideas, does not take kindly to antiquated pres- 
entations and medieval dog^mas. 

The scientific spirit that enters into every 
modem movement and searches for the trirth in all 
things; the spirit that discovered the vast mass of 
Neptune sailing through space; and which concerns 
itself equally in picking out the minute particles of 
radium from its rare ore, nor is satisfied until it 
ascertains the curative powers of these particles; 
concerns itself also with the religion of mankind 
and probes into its most intimate secrets. Thus 
William James writes on 'The Varieties of Re- 
ligious Experience," and Edwin D. Starbuck investi- 
gates the phenomena of conversion; while the 

higher critics make a study of the Bible as. they 
would any writing^ not called "Holy Scriptures." 

Charles Darwin and his co-workers have, 

through the same scientific methods, proven to the 

satisfaction of most thoughtful people thflt the 

"day" of the first chapters of Genesis must be 
lengthened to thousands, if not millions of years. 

Now the insistence upon the part of the rigid 

adherents of the old order, that all must conform to 

the religious ideas and ceremonies that have com-e 
down to us from former days, bearing not onl^ the 
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frdor of sanctify, but also tlie strong influence tlial 
holds the human mind firm to tradition, has resulted 
in the maldng: of many unbelievers. Men and 
women do not believe what they would like to be- 
lieve, but what they come to think is the truth. 
]«2ven environment and education do not always 
serve to hold one true to the faith of the fathers. 
Ilius a Newman breaks away from Prcftestantism 
and becomes a Romamst. A Luther revolts and 
organizes Protestants. A Saul changes to Paul. 
A George Fox, not satisfied with the dead formality 
of the church of his day, contends that religion is a 
matter between the soul and Its Creator, and so 
founds the Society of Friends. Many others rebel 
against a blind faith that insists upon the accuracy 

of every word in the Bible, and become open enemies 
of the church. 

Trials for heresy have been many, and honest 

but narrow-minded men have tried other honest 

but open-minded men before august assemblies of 

both kinds of men; and, as a result, the very ones 

whose clear vision and steady courage the church 

most needs in her times of testing have been driven 
from the fold. 

Multitudes of other men and women not in 
positions of sufficient importance to attract the at- 
tention of church officials have quietly withdrawn 
and sought opportunities for religious liberty. 
There is still another class who have not been at- 
tracted toward the religious life as presented to 

them in the church; and there are many others who, 
while remaining members of the church, find them- 
selves out of sympathy with the views expounded 
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therein, and yet remain because nothing better 

appears. 

Now a true religion must be a universal one — 

it must be capable of convincing all reasonable 

minds — ^those not closed by bigotry. If the religion 
that is presented to those who earnestly long for 

the truth, is of such a character as to repeal them, 

and does not appeal to their sense of what is right, 

there must be something .wrong with it. Put this 

to the supreme test; the religion as taught by 

Jesus, does it not appeal to all unprejudiced men 

and women? 

Why should not our belief be in accordance 
with our reason? As the reason is the highest of 
our mental faculties, should we not apply it to mat- 
ters of the spirit, the most interesting as well as 
the most important phase of life? 

Now listen thoughtfully to what the church of 
today teaches and what it professes to believe, as 
recited in what is called The Creed, and which its 
members profess to believe literally and without 
reservation, if they be truly honest: 

**I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ His only 
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.. He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into Heaven, anil 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father AT- 

mighty. From thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints, 
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the forgivenesB of sins, the resarrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting." (The Apostles' Creed.) 

If it be possible to find a faith that will appeal 
to the intelligent, and be in accord with the teach- 
ings of Jesns and the Prophets, such a faith would 
be of the greatest yalue to the world and should 
receive a ready acceptance by thoughtful men and 
women whenever adequately presented to them. 

Let us now consider some of the important 
principles on which the Christian religion is founded 
and ascertain whether it is possible to interpret them 
so as to make them acceptable to thinking men and 
women. 

THE SUPREME BEING.— There are probably 
many people who think of God as in form similar 
to Michael Angelo's heroic statue of Moses, ven- 
erable in appearance, and seated upon a throne, 
which they locate in "Heaven"; and when they 
die they expect to see him thus. But thoughtful 
people have lost that conception, and think of him 
as described by Jesus, **God is a Spirit; and they 

that worship him must worship him in spirit and 
in truth." 

It is difficult, if not impossible, for the human 
mind to have any adequate conception of a spirit, 
yet we come to know God through his manifesta- 
tions, and through that part of us which is spirit 
and of divine origin and nature; for '*in him we live 
and move and have our being." "It being impos- 
sible," says Samuel M. Janney, "for a finite creature, 

chiefly conversant with the objects of sense, to com- 
prehend fully the being and attributes of an in- 
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finite Spirit, he is presented to 113 in the Scriptures 
under various figures or symbols borrowed from 
terrestrial forms. To show his power to save, he 
is represented as a tower of strength, a fortress of 
safety, a rock of salvation; his tendc^mess and love 
are portrayed under the figure of a shepherd who 
leads his flock in green pastures." 

The scientist recognizes the existence of ''an 
energy from which all things are derived," and 
acknowledges that a transcending Intelligence 
created the universe. He recognizes no person- 
ality in deity. To him God "appears as incessant 
workman, as universal servant, as tireless, omnis- 
cient energizer." (C. W. Eliot.) 

But Jesus said "God is love." From whence 

came love and joy and peace and tenderness and 

sympathy and kindness and sacrifice and the desire 

to serve, if not from God? But these qualities 

must have been derived from a divine source and 

are therefm'e qualities of God. They are personal 

qualities, and therefore God is personal. He is 
not only the Creator, not only "the First Great 
Cause," not only "the power not ourselves that 
makes for righteousness," He is OUR FATHER. 

Is it within the bounds of possibility to recon- 
cile and harmonize the scientific and the personal 
views of God? Alfred Tennyson, walking along 
a roadway, sees a little flower growing in a crevice 
of a wall, takes it in his hand and apostrophizes— 

^Flower In the oramnled wall, 

I pluck yon ont of the crannieii, 

I hold yon here root and all In my hand, 

Little floirerw-bnt if 1 eonld understand 

l^hat you are, root and all, and all In all* 

I should know what God and man imJ** 
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No flower ever STcw in just such a place be- 
fore, the situation was unusual; yet God or Nature 
brought special influences to bear to make it grow 
there. The birds of the air are fed, but they could 
not live unless the means of life were provided, 
and we are told that not a sparrow falls without 
the knowledge of our Father. If then God so pro- 
vides for the little flower and the puny sparrow, 
will he not all the more provide for the develop- 
ment of the soul of Man, his highest creation? 

But some one may ask if God is love and cares 
for his creatures, why does he allow so much sin 
and suffering? 

Ah, if we had the mind of God and could com- 
prehend all his great plan, we could then answer 
this qnesticm. We know that we are in the midst 
of a great conflict and can see but a little way 
through the smoke. God's law is perfect, but all 
do not observe it, and so suffering follows. The 
righteous suffer because of the sinning of the un- 
righteous; if all did right, sin and its consequences 
would vanish. 

Perhaps, too, God needs our help to conquer 
wrong; and as we do not give the help, or give it 
but feebly, the evil remains. 

At any rate, there is nothing for us to do but 
to rely upon the goodness and wisdom of God. 

Some influence there undoubtedly is that works 
on us, that makes it possible for the best forms 
of character to develop, that throws about us a 
protecting power, that lifts us out of the mire 
and sets us on the Mount of Transfiguration. For, 
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''as msny b» are led by the Spirit of God, tliey 
are the sona of God. 

"It is God who rolls the stars in the heavens^ 
who lifts the sun up in the morning and guidea 
the' moon at night ; who causes the wheat and com, 
the treea and flowera to grow; who bringa the birda 
back from the South in the spring; who makes the 
little lamba frolic and the kittens play; who makea 
children happy and grown people kind and patient* 
Wherever you find LIFE and GOODNESS and 
GREATNESS you may know that God is there.'" 
(Frank Crane.) 

And so, while we bow in humility before the 
grandeur of the CreatiM*, still wt feel that there 
is something within us that is divine in its essence; 
that 'in him we live and move and have our being,"" 
and that he exerts a power over the individual soul 
that brings us into such close communion with hint 
that we can call him OUH FATHER. 

But some one may say. If I am a part of God, 
how is my Individuality preserved? Am I not, at 
death, absorbed in God? To this we may reply, 
Iis not Chesapeake Bay a part of the great oceair 
from which the tides flow in? And has it no€ 
an individuality of its own? So flows the tide of 
God's great love into the individual souL The 
Spirit within us is divine, and yet I cannot think 
that we shall ever lose our personality. 

In the illustration of the vine and its branches 
the Great Teacher explained that each branch lived 
its own life and bore its own appropriate fruit, 
but yet was a part of the vine whose sap was the 
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life cii the branch. God iB the Vine, we are the 
branches; and it is only by abidins^ in him that 
we may fnlfill our highest destiny. 

This idea of the Supreme Being, faint and weak 
reflection of his g^ory bb it is, would seem to accord 
with reason, and may perhaps serve to satisfy the 
scientific mind and also the loving heait. 

THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST.— No religious 

subject, probably, has caused more discussion, or 

^iven rise to so much dissension as the divinity of 

Christ. It Is not probable that the view of the 

nature of Jesus that may be offered here will meet 

with the approval of all, but there is hope of its 

gaining the acceptance of those who approach the 

subject with an unprejudiced mind and a desire to 
learn the truth. 

In regard to the birth of Jesus, the simple 
statements in Mark and John concerning this are 
much more comprehensible than the accounts in 
Matthew and Luke. There are in the two former 
Gospels no statements as to anything miraculous 
mbout the birth; and it is accepted by most Bib- 
lical scholars, I believe, that Matthew and Luke 
obtained their knowledge of the life of the Master 
chiefly from the writings of Mark, they contain* 
Ing the oldest and most authentic account, being 
derived chiefly from the recollections of Peter. 
Judging from the Gospels of Mark and John, then, 
Jesus was bom as other boys, his parents being 
Joseph and Mary. Like other boys, he "was subject 

to his parents," was instructed in the learning of 
the Jews^ and chose later to support himself and 
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his probably widowed mother by working as a car- 
penter. He differed from other boys, howeyer, in 
possessing a genius for religrion and a greater 
capacity for the Spirit of God which gradually 
developed within him the ability to become the 
Messiah, or Messenger, and to perform his mighty 
mission. 

It is probable that the influence of the Greeks, 
which was potent in Palestine at the time of the 
Christian Era, was sufficient to infuse into the 
common thought that phase of Grecian mythology 
which contemplated occasional brief visits of the 
gods to the children of men. It is surprising in- 
deed that the unethical doctrine of the virgin birth 
should ever have been accepted by the church and 
held by it so long. Appealing once to an inmate 

of a house of vice to enter upon a better life, she 
referred to this idea as an excuse for her sinful 
ways. 

And yet there is involved in this idea a great 

and beautiful truth. Every healthy infant is bom 

of God, for there is implanted in its nature from 

its very first moment of life, from its conception, 

in fact, a divine element. The older writers called 

this "the Seed of God," which, developing with the 

growth of the child, enables it to come to know 

good and evil, and to respond to divine impressions. 

This is a direct inheritance from God, for as Paul 

says, ''He is our Father." Every mother may, 

therefore, claim with Mary that the power of the 
Highest has overshadowed her, and, therefore, that 
which is bom of her is a holy thing. ''We are the 
children of God; and if children, then heirs; heirs 
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of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." So we all 
come into kinship with our Elder Brother. 

Jesus dwelt in spirit so close to our Father that 
he seems at times to identity himself with God, as 
in the words, "I am the way, the truth and the 
life''; *'Come unto me all ye that labor*'; but he 
evidently here refers to the Spirit of God that 
dwelt in him. 

Let us follow, so far as it is possible to do 
so, the development of the idea of his great mission 
in the mind of Jesus. After his birth in Bethlehem 
he returned to Nazareth with his parents, and took 
up there the course of life common to all Hebrew 
boys. We are justified in the belief that he was 
much more precocious than others because his after- 
life shows a mental and spiritual power that was 
unique. Evidences of these powers were clearly 

shown when, at twelve years of age, he went with 
his parents to Jerusalem and there had his inter- 
eating interview with the learned men in the temple. 

There is little doubt that already he had ex- 
perienced a fore-shadowing of his life-work, and 
a questioning in his mind as to whether he was to 
be the Messiah. At any rate his hour was not yet 
come, and again he returned to Nazareth where "he 
grew in favor with God and man." During this 
period of development and waiting, the thought 

that God was calling him to the performance of 
acme great work must have taken nrm root in his 
mind. 

Then one day he went out to be baptized by 

John, and John called public notice to him as "the 

Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world"; 
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and Jesus, feeling that the hour of final decision 

had come, was led by the Spirit of God into the 

wilderness, far from the haunts of men, to be tested 

and to decide his future course. 

The first question or temptation that came to 

him was the very natural one as to how he should 

support himself and those depending on him. He 

would have to abandon his occupation and might 

suffer from hunger. But he soon realized that the 

One who was calling him to the work would give 

him food and clothing, in the spirit of the words 

he uttered later, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added unto you"; and so he settled the question by 
quoting '*Man shall not live by bread alone but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God." 

Then came the thought of the glory and re- 
nown, dear to the human heart, that would come 
to him through the exercise of the divine power 

that would be his; but this temptation he put aside 
also. 

And then came the temptation by which so 

many religious reformers have fallen — the short 

road to success by means of force and arms. He 

saw that he could call to his aid hosts of followers 

who might overthrow and expel the hated Roman 
power and subdue the Jewish rulers; but he had a 
vision of the spiritual kingdom which was to be 
set up by means of peace, sacrifice and love, and 
he put aside forever all thought of human glory. 

Then angels came and ministered unto him. In 

other words, having stood the test and accepted 

his mission, he was in a condition of mind and soul 
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to listen still f mtiier to the Toice of God, mud he 
wag ordained and qualified to enter npon his mis- 
sion. The mind delights to dwdl npon those days 
when Jesns commnned with God, his mind becom- 
ing filled with wisdom and his heart with loTe and 

pity for the children ai men whom God was sendinir 
him to help, that **thej nught not perish, bat have 
ererlssting life.** 

He returned from the wiUfemeas full of the 

spirit and power of God and began to preach the 

Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man; 

to teach that lore is the fulfilling oi the law; to 

proTe that it is possible for a man to liye without 
sinning through obedience to the indwelling power 
of God; and to bear witness to the truth eren unto 
death. 

Listen to the statement of his mission as given 

by himself in the synagogue at Nazareth: 

*<Tfee Spirit of the Ijord Is «poB aw, 

Bcraaae he hath aaolated me to preaeh the GtMipel to 

the poor. 
He hath seat me to heal the brofcea-hearted* 
I'o preach deilTeraaee to the eaptlTea, 
And reeoverlaar of aliEht to the bliad* 
To aet at liberty them that are bmlnedi 
To preaeh the aiseeptable year of the Lord." 

Probably the most Tslnable lesson that we 
derive from a study of the life of Jesus is that 
it is possible for a man to live a blameless life 
when obedient to God. Henceforth no one could 
truly say 'It is impossible for a man to be vir- 

tuous,** because such a life has been lived. And 
the same Spirit that enabled Jesus to resist temp- 
tation is the Dossession of every human being, for 
there is a Light that lighteth every man that comet h 
into the world. If the divinity that was in Jesus 
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be too much exalted and he become in thought more 
God than man, he at once ceases to be an example 
to common men, and the most helpful lesson of his 
life is thus lost to the world which is suffering for 
this yery thing. 

If, on the other hand, we regard him with 
Whittier as ''the highest possible manifestation of 
God in man," we can then look upon him as our 
Brother, with far greater capacity for God than 
ourselves, but still our Brother and our great 
Example. 

That Jesus depended wholly upon the indwell- 
ing God is shown by his words and actions. His 
powerful preaching, his calling upon God in prayer, 
his wonderful miracles, his patient endurance of 
insult and suffering, are to be attributed to the 
Spirit of the Lord which dwelt in him, for he said, 
"The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
works." "I can of myself do nothing; as I hear 

I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek 
not mine own will but the will of the Father, which 
hath sent me." Could anything be more convincing 
than this evidence from the lips of the Master? 
Could any other view of his character and mission 
be more reasonable? 

On one occasion, when a similar thought had 

been expressed, a man rose in the gathering and 

cried in the words of Mary Magdalene, 'They have 

taken away my Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid him." There may be ^ome present who 
feel the same way, and I have great sympathy for 
them. If they feel that the views they hold are in 
accordance with experience and reason and are more 
helpful and inspiring than those here expreiised, by 
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all means let them be retained, and let their religrion 
be shown by their deeds. 

Recall, however, the way in which ^esus re- 
ceived the words of Mary on the occasito above 
referred to. When he said to her "Mary!" she 
then, recognizing him and falling at his feet, replied 
"Master." And then he gave her two lessons: 
First, he gave her something to do. She was to 
carry a message to the disciples. The second 
lesson was conveyed in the nse of the word bretkreiu 

"Go tell my brethren." He was still the Elder 
Brother, not any other person, and so remains to- 
day. He has not been "taken away." Mary found 
him near at hand, and he remains and always will 
remain for us a source of inspiration and the object 
of our love and gratitude. 

THE ONE TRUE GOD.— It is quite possible 
that the idea of the Trinity was an inheritance 
from those who believed in the existence of many 
gods, and that the belief in monotheism could not 
be fully comprehended by the minds of many primi- 
tive Christians who therefore sought to reconcile 
the two ideas in the doctrine of three gods in one. 
Since this is a conception impossible to the reason, 
men came to accept the thought of God the Father, 
Jesus as the Son, and the Holy Spirit as a vague 
divine Person. Many religious persons have thus 
come to worship two Gods and some of them three. 

To meet the polytheistic demands of a crude form 
of faith, the Roman Catholic Church has added the 
Virgin Mary to the list of those to be worshipped 
and also her mother, St. Ann, and have not stopped 
there but added a vast number of saints that daily 
receive the homage of untold multitudes. 
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At the present day tliere is a movement in the 
Roman Catholic Church, increasing in strength, 
apparently, which urges the worship of Mary. The 
movement is quite logicaL If there be two God^ 
or three, why not many? Why not deify each 
attribute of God, and thus come into sympathy 
with Hindoo the^rfogy? 

From these polytheistic themries it is a relief 

to turn to the idea of the One True God that runs 

through the Bible from C^nesis to Revelation. Let 

us stand firm in the faith of Jesus Christ, as stated 

by himself, 'Thou shalt worship THE LORD THY 

GOD and him only shalt thou serve." Thou shalt 

worship the Lord thy (kid, ami my ofJker. We are 

on sure ground here, for to worship the One 

True God is religion, the other is theology. It 

is reasonable to take a stand here; we *'can no 

other.*' What the world has lost through the failure 

of the early theologians and their successors in 

modern times to grasp the beauty and truth and 

power of a belief in one God can never be estimated. 

Certainly is it true that more and more this thought 

is reaching the minds of men and women who show 
their love to God by obedience to the impressions 
made by Him upon the soul. 

THE CHURCH.— The Church of God is not 
made up of the members of any sect, but is com- 
posed of the righteous wherever found. ''In every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteous- 
ness, is accepted with him." There are doubtless 
men and women in benighted countries who are 
living in accordance with the light they possess. 
This may be dim indeed, and the best missionary 
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the oict ssthrffizs •# a rvSmnis saseHblj n rer- 

erent, prmjerfs] sicvce vc&jd W a bczxs t« that 
end. The Lcrd U is bi« h^lj teapW; let all the 
earth keep Eil«-Bce before k!K.~ 

If ia this atnospbere tb«re is iapresscd apoa 

the Iliad af aaj eae prescvt a aiessa^e that woaM 

be helpfnl to at hers, ar aa expres^on of praise or 

thankssirias, accompanied bj a distinct feelinf: that 

it shoaki be deiiTered, then such a message* be it 

prayer or acrsoa, wooM fona an appropriate part 

of worship. The ideal reli^oos serrice would seem 

to be not that is which oae maa speaks for all and 

dominates the ^therinir, but where each soul seeks 

access to the Father, assisted, it may be, and up* 
lifted by the expression of the inspired thoughts of 
others. Furthermore, the church has an urirent 
duty in upholding a high stsndard of morals in 
social, political and business life, and to inspire its 
members to build noble principles into character. 
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THE SAVING POWER.— The constant and im- 
mediate need of every soul is salvation. It needs 
to be saved from the commission of sin, and from 
the consequences of wrong*doing. Happily we were 

not placed in this world without such a provision. 
Every person is endowed with an indwelling divinity, 
the "Christ within, the hope of glory.'' 

The influence that saves us from committing 
sin is the power of God possessed by every healthy- 
minded person, and was clearly shown in the pers<m 
of Jesus. This same power draws the sinner back 

to God, forgives him and restores him to commun- 
ion with the Father. That Jesus believed this is 
clearly demonstrated in his parable of the Prodigal 
Son, familiar to all. 

But some may say. Is the matter of the salva- 
tion of the soul as simple as this? What about the 
Fall of Man, the necessity for the shedding of blood 
upon the cross to satisfy the justice of God; what 
about the Plan of Salvation? There is no founda- 
tion in. the teachings of the Master for the idea 
that because^ Adam sinned all of the human race 
must suffer ^therefrom. The intrinsic injustice of 
the thought would have been repudiated by Jesus. 
Those who must be held responsible for the idea are 
St. Paul, and John Milton, in Paradise Lost. 

Instead of saying 

*<In Adam's fall we alnned all." 

We would better say — 

<<In Adam's sin -we all Join in." 

The Master said that God is love, and surely 
the way to salvation is through obedience. In the 
sense that Jesus came to show the world the way 
of salvation, he may be called the Savior; but the 
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Savior that he acknowledged and cajled to the atten- 
tion of the people is the indwelling power of God. 

THE BIBLE.— The Bible was written by in- 
spired men, and was intended "for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness, that the man of God may be perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works." It was not 
intended to teach geology or geography, and its 
history is illuminated by imagination. 

The real purpose of the Bible is to teach righte- 
ousness, not dogma, and it does this» for the most 
part, through the fascinating method of biography. 
The Bible depicts, by a few broad strokes, the lives 
of many noble characters, their words and actions, 
going into fuller detail in the portrayal of the life 
and teachings of the Master. 

The Bible is often called the Word of God, but 

this term would certainly seem to mean something 

very diiferent, for 'in the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God." It would be more correct to speak of the 

Bible as the words of God and inspired by him, but 

as has been said, 'The inspiration has come through 

a human pipe and necessarily must taste of the 

pipe." To speak of the Bible, as some do, as "the 

only, infallible rule of faith and practice," is far 

beside the mark, for it attributes to the Bible the 

power to serve as a spiritual guide on each and 

every occasion in life, which power belongs alone 
to the indwelling Spirit of God. On this point 
Charles Stelzle says that modern ideas of religion 
"do not demand an absolute acceptance of the in- 
spiration of the Bible, in the narrow sense that some 
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men insist upon. It asks principally that the man 
who wishes to become a Christian shall bring his 
life into conformity with the life and purpose of 
Christ." As a river cannot rise higher than its 
source, so the Bible, which was written through in- 
spiration, cannot be superior to the power that 

created it. The same power resides to-day^ in each 
human soul, and inspires many minds to write beau- 
tiful and helpful thoughts. 

«SIowly the Bible of the race Is writ. 

And not'on paper leaven nor leaves of stone; 

Each as:e, each kindred, adds a verse to It, 

Texts of despair or hope, of joy or moan. 

While SM^ingrs the sea, -while mists the nM>iuitain« 

shroud. 
While thunder's snrgres burst on cliffs of cloud. 
Still at the prophets' feet the nations sit." 

(J. R. Lowell.) 

RELIGION AND THE HOME.— The value of 

home life in forming and establishing a living faith 

cannot be too highly estimated. When the father 

and the mother are believers and carry out their 

principles in their daily lives, the. Spirit of God 

which inspires and animates them will, without 

much doubt, come to inspire their children. This 

is more certain to occur if a close sympathy and 

intimacy be maintained between parents and their 

children, an intimacy so close that the deepest 

feelings and inmost thoughts of the child will be 

communicated to the parent. In such a congenial 

atmosphere as this, the fairest fruits of the spirit 

will be produced; and if the reasoning powers of 

the child can be satisfied, and the children are not 
repelled by observing inconsistencies of conduct 
close at hand, their religious life will, in most in- 
stances, take firm root. From such homes there 
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need be little fear of young people going to swell 
the ranks of the depraved and fallen, for the strong- 
est protective influence is that home training which 
changes igno^nce into knowledge and innocence 
into virtue. 

From such homes come the young people who, 
instructed sufficiently as to the evils and dangers 
all about them, have within themselves that pro- 
tecting power which enables them to resist temp- 
tation. 

Those who have followed the thread of thought 

running through this address will realize that the 

usually accepted ordinances, such as baptism, do 

not necessarily enter into the real life of one who 

is led by the Spirit of God. He possesses the things 

of which they are but symbols. He who is baptized 
and purified by the Spirit as by fire needs not the 
sprinkling of drops of water. 

So let us go through life with our Great Com- 
panion, comforted in times of sorrow, uplifted from 
despair, guided in each act of daily life, blest with 
the consciousness of being a child of our Father, 

and filled with peace in the thought that we pos- 
sess the Pearl of Great Price — the Spirit of the 
living God. 

'To be ever conscious of my unity with God, to 
listen to his voice and to heed no other call; 

To keep my mental home a sacred place, golden 
with gratitude, white with purity, cleansed from the 
flesh; 

'To send no thought into the world that will not 
bless or cheer or purify or heal; 

'To have no aim but to make earth a fairer, 
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holier place, and to rise each day into a higher dense 
of Life and Love"; that is religion. 

What humanity needs more than anything else 
— what it indeed is suffering and dying for is a 
religion based on a Faith in God that cannot be 
moved; a RemonahUneu which will appeal to the 
intelligent mind; a Justice that will reach to every 
man, woman and child; and a Kindmeu that would 
lift the weight' from every burdened heart. 

Let me close with the prayer of former Presi- 
dent Patton, of Princeton University, which breathes 
the true spirit of a reasonable faith: 

"Almighty and Eternal God, we come into thy 
presence in acknowledgment of our dependence upon 
Thee, and bring to Thee the grateful homage of our 
hearts for all Thy goodness * * * When we 
think of the true, the beautiful and the good, we 
think of Thee, and when we lose Thee as the super- 
lative of our reason, we are left in dottbt respecting 
the reality of knowledge and the worth of good- 
ness. We pray Thee to keep alive in our hearts the 
thought of the living God by the indwelling pres* 
ence of thy holy Spirit * « * When we search 
in vain for truth in the heights, when we fail to 

find it in the depths, let us know that it is nigh us, 
even in our hearts. For there, in the secret places 
of the soul. Thou hast set the thought of the perfect 
being, than which a greater cannot be conceived 
* * * Show us, O Lord, that at bottom our rea- 
son is religious; touch our thoughts with emotion, 
and turn our intellectual activities into channels or 
feeling. So shall we learn that we live and move 
and have our being in Thee, and that Thou are not 
far from any one of us." 
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